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 With the final pay of 2011, the Erie Water Works (originally 
named the Erie City Water Authority in 1992) wraps up its 20th 
year of operating the City of Erieôs water system.  Many 
changes have been made in those 20 years to a system that 
was once believed to be on the brink of failure.  The water sys-
tem is now viewed as a leader in the industry in our region as 
well as throughout the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  I 
thought it might be interesting to look at some of EWWôs ac-
complishments and changes that have taken place in the first 
20 years.  This edition will compare statistical information from 
1992ð2011, look at some of the extensive improvements that 
have been made to the system, and take a look at some of the 
pictures that have been taken along the way to record this in-
credible transformation! 
 As you can see below, EWWôs Operating Expenses grew by 
approximately 30% over the past 20 years.  In contrast, Operat-
ing Revenues have grown by approximately 125%!  These ad-
ditional revenues were needed primarily to fund an extensive 
list of capital projects, many of which are listed on the back side 
of this Pipeline. 

 As 2011 appears in the rear-view mirror, 2012 promises to 
be as exciting a year as weôve ever had.  The EWW is currently 
in the middle of its largest capital project ever undertaken; the 
renovation of the Richard S. Wasielewski Water Treatment 
Plant.  Upon its completion in the summer of 2012, this project 
will create the largest membrane filtration water treatment plant 
in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, bringing the highest 
quality water supply available to public water systems to the 
people of NW PA!  Combining this project with the more than 
$150M worth of system improvements already completed by 
the EWW, establishes the Erie Water Works as an industry 
leader and world-class public water provider.   
 THANK YOU to ALL our employees for making these great  
accomplishments possible!!   
 

Happy New Year!! 
 
 
 
 

Chief Executive Officer 

Erie Water Works Celebrates 20 Years 

 

New Construction  

Station Road Pumping Station  
Constructed December 1998 

Zuck Road Pumping Station 
Constructed July 2005 

Depot Road Pumping Station 
Constructed November 1995 

East Lake Road Pumping Station 
Constructed June 1993 

East Lake Storage Facility 
Constructed in 2004 
1.5 million gallons 

Kuhl Road Storage Facility 
Constructed in 1999 
1.0 million gallons 

Depot Road Storage Facility 
Constructed in 2002 
.75 million gallons 

South Booster Storage Facility 
Constructed in 2004 
1.0 million gallons 

Wasielewski WTP Generator Building  Sigsbee Generator Building  

Interesting Facts 
 

Lease Payment to City of Erie:  
    1992 - $1,306,250   2011: $3,150,302 
 

Number of Employees:  
    1992 - 135     1997: 154   2011 - 109 
 

Number of Vehicles: 

    1994 - 107     2011: 88 
   

Average Daily Pumpage:  

    1992 - 39.6 MGD   2011 - 24.0 MGD 
 

Operating Expenses:  
    1992 - $10,689,000  2011 - est. $13,200,000 
 

Total Revenue:  
    1992 - $12,051,000  2011 - est. $27,200,000 
 

Total Number of Accounts / Metered 
    1992 - 48,717 / 19,006 2011 - 52,007 / 51,807 
 

Average Employee Monthly Healthcare Premium 

    1992 - $412    2011- $1289    

Zebra Mussel Station Peninsula Drive 

1992 2011 

General Electric Millcreek Township 

International Paper General Electric 

Millcreek Township  Summit Township 

Erie Forge and Steel BASF 

Calsicat Corporation Lake Erie Biofuel 

Wastewater Treatment  UPMC Hamot 

Erie Coke AKW 

Erie Housing Authority Erie Coke 

Kaiser Aluminum Wastewater Treatment 

EMI Corp St. Vincent Hospital 

Top Ten Customers 

Paul D. Vojtek, CEO 

 

2011  

Board of Directors 
 

Richard S. Wasielewski 

Thomas E. Kownacki 

John J. McCormick Jr. 

Dr. Richard Dreyfus 

Ann M. DiMarco 

Bryan D. Fife 

Shantel D. Hilliard 

Thomas M. Kennedy 

Rev. Nettie V. Smith 
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Major Renovation Projects 1992 ï 2011:  

 (40 projects over one million dollars) 
 

TREATMENT   
Cherry Reservoir Lining      $1,417,026 

Chestnut St. Plant Rehab      $4,301,405 

Chestnut St. Waste Handling/Sludge  $3,277,525 

Sommerheim SCADA       $3,419,939 

Sommerheim Sludge Handling Design  $1,378,239 

Wasielewski Water Quality     $2,580,578 

WAS WTP Upgrade Eng.      $4,647,990 

Zebra Mussel Control       $2,497,220 

PUMPING 
Chestnut Pipe Gallery Improvements  $2,784,287 

Chestnut Street Pump Station    $9,852,028 

Sigsbee PS Improvements      $1,571,448 

Sommreheim/WAS LS PS Rehab-Procure $2,778,255 

Sommreheim/WAS  Standby Generators $3,517,776 
 

DISTRIBUTION ï WATER MAINS  
19th St. Main Replacement     $1,310,065 

East 38th St. Main Replacement    $1,548,351 

East Side Access ll        $1,432,456 

French St/3rd to 13th Street     $1,142,032 

McKean Water Main (Phase l)    $2,146,066 

McKean Water Main (Phase ll)    $3,044,101 

Peach St. (12ò Water Lines)     $1,272,691 

Saltsman Rd. (Phases 1 & 2)     $1,242,238 

S. Booster Dist. ï Young Rd/Cherry   $1,628,428 

Knowledge Pk/Kuhl Rd.      $1,988,325 
 

DISTRIBUTION ï STORAGE 
East Lake Rd Storage Tank     $2,146,402 

Hydropillar (1 Million Gallon)     $1,484,349 

South Booster SA Storage Tank    $1,469,409 
 

DISTRIBUTION ï METERING  
City-Wide Metering       $6,071,089 

Large Meter Change-out      $1,070,238 

Radio Frequency Meter Read    $1,752,744 
 

        DISTRIBUTION ï MISCELLANEOUS    
Cleaning & Lining Water Mains     $11,194,565 

Hydrant Replacement Program    $1,717,146 

Johnson Reservoir Roof Replacement  $1,350,887 

Service Replacement Program    $3,851,665 

Valve Replacement Program     $2,187,433 
 

GENERAL PLANT & PAY AS YOU GO  
12TH & Myrtle Facility       $2,702,469 

Admin Bldg. Rehab (& Improvements)  $2,288,517 

East Yard Replacement/Storage Facility $1,187,626 

Facilities Security        $2,182,489 

Fleet/Heavy Equipment Improvements  $1,339,581 

GIS ï Landbase/Conversion     $2,679,943 

Project Type TOTAL 1992-2010 

Treatment  $29,336,850 

Pumping $21,774,011 

DistributionñWater Mains $37,310,502 

DistributionñStorage $9,837,277 

DistributionñOther $23,671,840 

Metering $9,799,679 

General Plant $20,442,470 

CIP TOTAL:  $152,142,629 

Year in Review ð1992 History  

 1992 was a leap year that started on a Wednesday.   

George H.W. Bush was President.  Bill Clinton elected 42nd  

 President of the United States in November.  

Population: 1992 - 254,994,517; 2011 - 312,845,000 

Life Expectancy: 1992 - 75.8; 2011 - 77.9 

Cost of a gallon of gas: 1992 - $1.05; 2011 - $3.29 

Cost of a gallon of milk: 1992 - $2.78; 2011 - $3.79 

Cost of a stamp: 1992 - $0.29; 2011 - $0.44 

Unemployment: 1992 - 6.8%; 2011 - 9.2% 

Dallas Cowboys defeat Buffalo Bills 52-17 in Super Bowl XXV 

World SeriesðToronto Blue Jays won 4 games to 2 over the  

 Atlanta Braves 

NBA FinalsðChicago Bulls win 4 games to 2 over the Portland Trail 

Blazers.  Michael Jordan named Most Valuable Player. 

Winter Olympics held in Albertville, France 

Summer Olympics held in Barcelona, Spain 

Nick Price wins 1992 Masters  

Aladdin is the top grossing film.  

Nirvanaôs Nevermind album goes #1 on the US Billboard 200 chart. 

Mafia boss John Gotti was sentenced to life in prison. 

Rioting breaks out in Los Angeles following the acquittal of four 

white police officers accused of beating black motorist Rodney King 

Mike Tyson is convicted of raping Desiree Washington 

Hurricane Andrew hit south Florida on August 22nd 

 

Before & After 

Chestnut Pump Station Exterior (renovations completed in 2001) 

Chestnut Pump Station Interior (renovations completed in 2001) 

Sigsbee Caretakers House (renovations completed in 2006) 

Johnson Reservoir (installation completed in 2009) 

Administration Building (renovations completed in 1996) 

West Entrance View from the North 

Capital Improvement Projects 

1992 - 2011 


